
We are delighted to be able to offer the site of the woodland as a location for delivering learning outside the
classroom for schools. In partnership with OPAL (Open Air Laboratories), based at the Stockholm Environment
Institute at the University of York, we have developed packs containing topics covered in the National Curriculum.
These packs are designed to be self guided, and contain all resources required for the visit.
This allows a flexible approach to access, and teachers can bring groups, without requiring input from the woodland team.
There may be other topics which you would like to investigate, and supervised visits can be arranged.
The packs are aimed at up to 30 children from Key Stages One and Two.

Three Hagges Wood-Meadow

Planning Three Hagges as a wood-meadow has allowed us to create the most diverse native ecosystem possible.
Three Hagges provides a rich mixture of native grasses, flowers and trees, which supply the creatures that depend
on them with pollen, nectar, food and shelter.

60% of the 10ha (25 acre) site is planted with 12 copses of trees and shrubs containing all the native species that
thrive in our area, 28 native species in all. Between these are generous swathes of wildflower meadow in rides and
glades, and these already contain over 50 different species of native flowers and grasses. The woodland edges,
or transitions between wood and meadow, will contain the greatest biodiversity. The young wood-meadow is ring 
fenced, and there is an unfenced block of mature woodland which is available for use beside it.

Children will be encouraged to investigate the variety of plant life on the ground, whether as rosettes or in flower
depending on the time of year, and the fascinating insect life associated with our native species.
The variety of habitat is further enhanced by the pond at the north end of the site.

An annual visit offers the opportunity to watch/photograph the growth of all the various tree species, as well as
introducing children to the various topics covered in these site-specific OPAL materials.
You could even adopt and put your name to your own special square with co-ordinates, 20 x 20 metres, and record
what you find. Please let us know if you would like to do this.

You might like to introduce the idea of native species to the children, i.e. those that have been growing here since
the last Ice Age ten thousand years ago and have adapted perfectly to conditions in the islands of Britain and
Ireland. The native creatures that live on them are perfectly adapted to exploit them.  

The following are native species that you will find at Three Hagges Wood-Meadow and might be familiar:
Trees: oak, hazel, birch, lime, cherry and alder.
Flowers:  ox-eye daisies, cowslips, bacon and eggs or Bird’s Foot Trefoil, Field Scabious.
Insects: bumblebees, dragonflies, spiders, and butterflies.

What is a Wood-Meadow?
Pre-Visit Introduction for Schools

Welcome to

A brief  initiation in native plants:

www.haggewoodstrust.org.uk
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We have five topics available at present:

Meadows
Science - Working scientifically - observation, identification and classification, gathering and recording data,
suggesting answers based on observation, gathering and recording data

Plants - identify and describe structure of plants, identify and name plants, identify and describe structure

Mathematics - measurements - compare lengths and heights, measure and record lengths and heights
Art and design - Use drawing to share experience

Food Chains

Pollination
Science Working scientifically -observation, tests, identification and classification, suggesting answers based 
on observation, gathering and recording data, observations and measurements, diagrams and charts

Plants - identify and name garden plants and trees, identify and describe structur, Identify and describe the
functions of parts of plants, transportation of water, explore the role of parts of plants in life cycle.

Seasonal changes

Living things and their habitats - Classifications and reasons for classifications

Art and design - Use drawing to share experiences.

Science - Living things and their habitats - food chains, classifications and reasons 
for classifications.

Bug hunt - Collect and identify invertebrates, and using a magnifier work out where the different species 
are in the food chain.

Pond Dipping
Science - Living things and their habitats - invertibrate identification using a key

Water bug hunt - Catch invertebrates with a pond dipping net, keep in a tray and identify with a 
magnifier.

Seed Dispersal

Science : Working scientifically – tests and observations

Plants – observe how seeds grow into plants, growing conditions for plants

Living things and their habitats – life processes of reproduction in plants

Schools will be supplied with a generic Risk Assessment, but they should ensure that they also carry
out their own.  Schools must ensure that there is an appropriate level of supervision for children.  
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Three Hagges Wood-Meadow
Site Map


